This book is subtitled "A Review of the Literature" and is offered as "an attempt to summarize and evaluate the theories and data relevant to the psycho logical effects of short-term hospitaliza tion." The work was supported by the Field Foundation Project and the writers are affiliated with the Children's Memorial Hospital, Chicago, Illinois.
If this book aims to offer a compre hensive critical review of the literatureit falls short of its goal. The literature reviewed deals mostly with the descrip tion, assessment and quantification of presenting symptoms and symptom clus ters in relation to a wide group of variables which children in hospital must experience.
The authors have mostly covered sur vey articles dealing with children in hospital and have paid less attention to the impact of hospitalization and illness on the intra-psychic character structure of the child and its meaning to the family of the hospitalized child. A lengthy bibli ography, albeit somewhat selective, sup plies many references to the literature.
The material is dealt with in eleven chapters which include such basic areas as: separation, interpersonal relationships, sensory-motor restrictions, children's conception of hospitalization, parent/ child relationships etc.
The authors in their preface indicate that their "approach tended to result in more questions than answers", hoping it would challenge others to do additional research on the subject.
This reviewer found the material at times repetitive and at other times tedious to read. It was difficult to keep up with the details of poorly defined terms, symp toms and statistics. More space could have been allotted to hospitalization as a positive experience in the adaptive ego structure of the child. What goes into hospital administration and staff skills to make it a valuable experience for the child who is unfortunate enough to be ill and to require hospitalization, should have been discussed at greater length as well.
In the final discussion the authors point out the weaknesses of the research which they summarize and make suggestions for remedying some shortcomings, such as inadequate description of research pro cedures, control of observer bias, use of statistics, concern for reliability and validity. Whereas the reviewer supports these suggestions for improving the use of experimental data, he would like to underline the need to obtain good de tailed descriptions of what sick children, their parents and nurses experience in the hospital setting by utilizing all methods of self-expression.
This book is of value as an introduction to the basic literature on hospitalization of children. It should be an aid to these disciplines which provide care for the child in hospital. It will have less attrac tion, because of its wide scope and lack of more specific dynamic material, for the child psychotherapist and child analyst.
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